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SUBJECT: MAURITIUS GOVERNMENT COALITION BROKEN UP 

1. UNDER SECTION 60 OF MAURITIAN CONSTITUTION, WHICH STIPULATES 
THAT OFFICE OF A MINISTER SHALL BECOME VACANT WHEN GOVGEN, 

ACTING IN ACCORD WITH ADVICE OF PRIME MINISTER, SO DIRECTS, 

IMPORTANT VACANCIES WERE CREATED NIGHT OF DECEMBER 17 WHEN 

PRIMIN RAMGOOLAM RECOMMENDED REMOVAL OF MINEXTAFF DUVAL AND THREE 
OTHER PMSD MINISTERS FROM THEIR POSTS. IN ADDITION DUVAL, OTHER 
MINISTERS SACKED BY GOVGEN'S ORDER WERE MARCHAND (COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY), LECKNING (EMPLOYMENT) AND PATTEN (MINISTER OF STATE 
FOR EMIGRATION IN EXTAFF). ADDITIONALLY. PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARIES RAMLUGON, CARRIM AND OLIVER (ALL PMSD) HAD CREDENTIALS 
REVOKED. 

2. THIS UNEXPECTED ACTION ON PART OF PRIME MINISTER HAS EFFECT 
OF BREAKING UP "GRAND COALITION" IN MAURITIUS. OF PMSD LEADERS, 

ONLY LOCAL GOVERNMENT MINISTER JEAN AH CHUEN, HEAD OF CHINESE 
COMMUNITY, AND NON-ELECTED ATTORNEY GENERAL, PAUL HEIN, SEEM 
SLATED REMAIN IN GOVERNMENT. 

3. AT TIME ANNOUNCEMENT OF MINISTERIAL DISMISSALS WAS MADE, 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT L 01 153 191021Z 

PRIMIN WAS HOSTING DINNER FOR VISITING SOVIET ADMIRAL MASLOV. 

ALTHOUGH PM SHED NO SPECIFIC LIGHT ON REASONING BEHIND STEP HE 
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TOOK, HE DID TELL GUESTS, WITH SOME RELISH, THAT REMOVAL OF 
PMSD MINISTERS WAS NECESSARY SINCE HE COULD NO LONGER TOLERATE 
"TWO PAR AT .TEL GOVERNMENTS" IN MAURITIUS. 

4. COMMENT: DISPUTE OVER RAMPHUL AFFAIR (PORT LOUIS 1138) HAD 
ALREADY CAUSED STRAINS WITHIN COALITION, AND PM, TOGETHER WITH OTHER 
HINDU OFFICIALS, BELIEVED TO HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY DISTURBED 

BY DUVAL'S BACKING OF FRENCH REQUEST FOR REST CAMP IN MAURITIUS 
(PORT LOUIS 0965 NOTAL), AND OTHER UNILATERAL OVERTURES FOR FRENCH 
SUPPORT THAT LABOR PARTY FEELS MIGHT TEND UPSET FRAGILE ETHNIC/ 
POLITICAL BALANCE HERE. DUVAL HAD ALSO VOICED OPPOSITION TO INCOME 
TAX MEASURE THAT GOVERNMENT BELIEVED NECESSARY TO RESTRAIN INFLA- 
TION. 

5. REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER BREAK IN COALITION WILL BE LASTING; 

SOME INDICATIONS SHOULD SURFACE AT TODAY'S LEGISLATIVE AS- 
SEMBLY SESSION WHEN PMSD WILL FUNCTION ONCE MORE, AND FOR FIRST 
TIME IN THREE YEARS, AS OPPOSITION PARTY. 

SULLIVAN 
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